
Office: Herring 317; x3207



Office Hours: MWF 11-12; 2-3:30
Classroom: BKH 102





and by appointment

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1English 363: American Literature 1950-Present 
Fall 2012, MWF 1:00 -1:50 

Dr. Comer (kcomer@rice.edu)
This course satisfies D-1 distribution requirements and is appropriate for both non-majors and majors.  It introduces students to major literary trends and cultural themes of this period.  We emphasize novels and stories but two classic plays and selected poetry figure into our work. We begin with immediately-postwar literature, move to the Beat movement of the 1950s and then to civil rights-inspired literatures of the 1960s. The latter part of the course treats the many postmodernisms of the 1970s, 80s, and 90s, and concludes with the paradoxes of 21st century literary production.  Discussion and lectures focus on the relationships between writers and readers, the engagement of literature with history, the impact of new media and technologies on reading practices, and the changing place of literature in American culture. Our concluding classes consider literature in relation to film and Reality TV.  Students develop skills of close reading, critical thinking, and analysis, while deepening historical, contextual, and genre-specific knowledges.
Required Course Texts 
Norton Anthology of American Literature, Vol. E, 1945-present, ed. Baym.  (NA on syllabus)

Readings posted to OWL-Space (noted by “**” on syllabus)
Richard Wright, Black Boy (1945)
A.B. Guthrie, The Way West (1950)

Edna Ferber, Giant (1952)
Thomas Pynchon, The Crying of Lot 49 (1965)
N. Scott Momaday, House Made of Dawn (1968)

Toni Morrison, Beloved (1988)

Douglas Coupland, Microserfs (2004)

Suzanne Collins, The Hunger Games (2008)
Assignments: 
Three Short Essays (5-7 pages).  The first essay is due Friday September 28.  The second essay is due Friday Nov 2.  The third essay is due on the last day of exams, Wednesday, December 12. I will provide hand-outs with prompt questions for each essay.  All written material must be handed in to my box in the English Dept. on the second floor of Herring Hall.  Do not submit papers by email, including final paper. Late papers require advance permission and receive grade reductions except where university policy grants exceptions for extenuating circumstance. Papers are worth 30% each of your total grade. You can revise papers at or below grade level B.   
Literary Event:  We will attend a literary event (TBA) as a group to apply course concepts to a real-time event. Students will then write a 1-2 page reflection paper. This event and response paper counts toward the below attendance grade.  

Attendance, preparation, and participation are 10%.  
Disability Accommodation:

Rice University is committed to equal opportunity for individuals with disabilities. In keeping with the university's mission to provide an unsurpassed education, Disability Support Services (DSS) provides accommodations and support services.  If you have a registered need, please see me and I will accommodate you; also be sure to visit DSS.  

Policy on Electronic Devices in the Classroom:

Refrain from all electronic activities unrelated to our class while the class is in session. I will ask students who violate this policy to leave.  The policy allows lap tops in the classroom as long as their use is exclusively educational. 
Policy on attendance and late arrival:  ALWAYS COME TO CLASS.

It’s always best to come to class, even if you are tired, late, or underprepared.  You will always do better in the class (this or any class) if you attend regularly.  This is especially true during the most hectic parts of the semester.  
Office Hours:  

Please note office hours on page 1.  I have scheduled times that should accommodate most students.  If you want to talk about the class, your writing, an upcoming presentation, the English major, or some other matter, you are welcome. Sooner is better than later if you have a concern.
SYLLABUS
Week 1  


August 20 M
 
Introductions. Majors Themes, Course Requirements.



Handouts (posted on Owlspace):  How to Read Literature




--Nabokov, “Good Readers, Good Writers” (1950)**




--“How to Enjoy Reading Ulysses” (1934) from Saturday Evening Review of Literature **
August 22 W

Vonnegut, excerpt from Slaughterhouse Five (1969) 2460-70 NA
August 24 F     
Richard Wright, Black Boy (1945) 



“American Literature since 1945” from NA 
Week 2

Autobiography & its Fictions
August 27 M

continue Black Boy.
August 29 W  

 finish Black Boy 
August 31 F   

 Williams, A Streetcar Named Desire (1947)

Week 3

The Problem of “Context” or Methods of Literary Study
September 3 M 
Labor Day, No Class

September 5 W
finish Streetcar
 
September 7 F
 
 Miller, Death of a Salesman (1949) 
Week 4

Fiction’s Engagement with History 
September 10 M
NA conclude Death of a Salesman 
September 12 W
Guthrie, The Way West (to about page 50)
September 14 F
 The Way West (to about 125) 
Week 5

 Fiction’s Engagement with History continued
September 17 M
conclude The Way West  
September 19 W
begin Edna Ferber’s Giant (1952) 
September 21 F
continue Giant
Week 6

 Postmodernisms
September 24 M
finish Giant

September 26 W
 Postmodern Manifestos 
NA 2485-2502




Including statements Sukenick, Gass, Thompson, Olson, O’Hara, Bishop, Ammons, Lorde

Visuals in NA C1-C8




Ginsberg, “Howl” (1956) NA  2574-84 
September 28 F
 continued



DUE:  1st paper



Week 7

60s postmodernism
October 1 M

Pynchon, Crying of Lot 49
October 3 W

 continue
October 5 F

finish
Week 8

Protest Poetry
October 8 M   
Epics of Chicano Nationalism




Gonzales, “Yo Soy Joaquin”** (posted to Owl-Space) 
October 10 W

Gonzales, continued
October 12 F

No class – Centennial Celebration
Week 9

 Poetry continued and Short Fiction
October 15 M

 Bishop, “The Fish,” “In the Waiting Room” NA 2167, 2177



Brooks, “We Real Cool” NA 2413




Sexton, “The Truth the Dead Know,” NA 2642




Rich, “Diving into the Wreck” NA 2656







Erdrich, “Dear John Wayne,” NA 3173




Cervantes, “Uncle’s First Rabbit,” NA 3185




Song, “Beauty and Sadness,” NA 3193
October 17 W    
O’Connor, “The Life You Save May be Your Own,” (1957) NA



Cheever, “The Swimmer” (1964) NA



Barthelme, “The Balloon” (1968) NA 



Carver, “Cathedral” (1983) NA



Cisneros, “Woman Hollering Creek” (1991)
October 19 F 

continued discussion
Week 10

Ceremonies and Ritual 
October 22 M

Momaday, House Made of Dawn (1968)  first 50 pages





Also, Chadwick Allen critical piece (Owl-Space)** 

October 24 W

continue 
October 26 F

finish  Momaday
Week 11 


October 29 M

Beloved (1988)
October 31 W

continued



November 2 F

conclude Beloved
Second Essay due
Week 12

Literature & New Technologies: post 89-post9/11
November 5 M 
Coupland, Microserfs
November 7 W
no class
November 9 F

no class 
Week 13



November 19 M
Microserfs, continued
November 21 W
Micorserfs conclude

November 18 F      
Thanksgiving Recess 
Week 14


November 26 M
Hunger Games
November 28 W
Hunger Games
November  30 F 
Last Day of Class 





