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English/SWGS 389: Issues in Youth Studies 
Fall 2013 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
From West Side Story to Hunger Games: Power, Politics, Reading


This course introduces students to the field of Youth Studies and puts contemporary youth and their social geographies at the center of our readings and discussions.  We take up two overlapping questions.  The first is about power and politics: how much control or agency do young people exercise in youth culture? The second we might think of as “the problem or status of reading”:  how do youth literacies in popular culture (music, TV, film, new media) interface with critical reading practices of the kind nurtured in literature study?  Youth Studies is an interdisciplinary field and our course draws from sociology, political economy, social psychology, studies of youth and consumerism, histories of youth as social formation, music criticism, global media study and theories of pop culture, feminist scholarship, critical race and postcolonial theory.  We also attend to formal aspects and critical theory about the literature and films we study.  


We end the course by reading very popular recent texts like:  Hunger Games & Harry Potter. To get to the very contemporary part of the course, however, to be able to approach it critically, we first do a lot of historical work to chart changes in youth culture and technologies of representation.  We move from the midcentury, through 1968, and into Gen X and then turn into the twenty-first century. One of our tasks is to put earlier youth cultures (of the 50s, of 1968, and then of Generation X) into conversation with Millennial or Gen Y contexts.  I also reserve time for students to propose two other texts/topics for us to think about over the course of the term – they can be text based (mash-ups for example) or topical (student debt, youth mental health issues, postracial arguments, or transgender issues) or pose a theoretical question (is youth a biological category?, for instance).  What does this critical emphasis on “youth” allow us to see or to diagnose that other critical categories do not?   NOTE:  As a SWGS cross-listed course, women, gender, and sexuality issues will feature prominently in discussion and writing opportunities.  The course develops close reading, critical thinking and analytic skills, interdisciplinary knowledge, oral presentation ability, and introduces theory and criticism so students can write with greater depth about literature and culture.
Required Books





Films/Documentary
Plath, The Bell Jar (1971)




Rebel Without A Cause, dir Ray (‘55)
Rowling, Harry Potter & the Sorcerer’s Stone (1999) 

West Side Story, dir Robbins (1961)

Acosta, Autobiography of a Brown Buffalo (1972) 

1968 with Brokaw, PBS (1968)
Heywood, Pretty Good for a Girl (1998)


Breakfast Club, dir. Hughes (1985)
Coupland, Generation X (1991) 



Beat Street, dir. Lathan (1984)
Shulman, Memoirs of an Ex-Prom Queen (1972)

Harry Potter Deathly Hallows 2 
Collins, Hunger Games (2010)




Blue Hawaii, dir Taurog (1961) 








New Jack City, dir Van Peebles (1991)
+ Materials on OWL-SPACE (denoted on syllabus by **)
Readings:  All readings/films are required and should be done by the day the material is discussed.  I will post to OWL-Space additional reading as “recommended” for students wanting to read more on certain topics (on surveillance, or middle school, or new media, or theories of youth studies, as examples).  These materials can be used for papers or your final research project.  I also have posted on OWL-Space a “Template for Writing Reading Reviews,” which is helpful for our assignments and saves time in rereading when you write on a particular text.  

Assignments:  Two papers (5-7 pages), the first due Friday Sept 27 (15% of grade) and the second due Friday Nov 15 (15% of grade); one research paper (10-12 pages) due Dec 18 (35%).  One presentation (10%, see handout on OWL-Space) and several short reading summaries (15% see handout on OWL-Space).  Class participation and attendance (10%).  I will hand out prompts for all assignments at least a week in advance of due date.
Disability Accommodation:  Rice University is committed to equal opportunity for individuals with disabilities. In keeping with the university's mission to provide an unsurpassed education, Disability Support Services (DSS) provides accommodations and support services.  If you have a registered need, please see me and I will accommodate you; also be sure to visit DSS.  

Policy on Electronic Devices in the Classroom: Refrain from all electronic activities unrelated to our class while the class is in session. I will ask students who violate this policy to leave.  The policy intent is to allow laptops in the classroom but to ensure their use is exclusively educational. 
Honor Code:  University policy requires Rice faculty to report suspected violations of the Honor Code to the Honor Council. Be sure to cite any source you use, especially in this age of Internet research.  

Policy on attendance and late arrival:  ALWAYS COME TO CLASS.

It’s always best to come to class, even if you are tired, late, or underprepared.  You will always do better in this or any class if you attend regularly.  This is especially true during the most hectic parts of the semester.  

Office Hours:  Please note office hours on page 1.  I have scheduled times that should accommodate most students.  If you want to talk about the class, your writing, an assignment, the English major, or some other matter, please visit.  If you need assistance, sooner is usually better than later.

PART I: The Problem of “Youth”:  Histories of the Present
Aug 27 Tu

Course Overview: Who are the “youth” that Youth Studies examines?
Aug 29 Th
 
Youth as Category of Analysis

Austin & Willard, “Introduction” to Generations of Youth (1998) 1-20. ** 



BRING TO CLASS: your own example of youth as “social formation”

Sept 3 Tu

Youth as Category of Analysis, continued 




Maira & Soep, “Introduction,” to Youthscapes (2005) xv-xxxv **




Adultism, Youth Liberation Policy, RC**
Due in class: Reading Review
Sept 5 Th

Coming of Age in the 1950s: The Drama of Postwar Affluence 




(Questions of Genre and the Social)



Discuss: Rebel Without a Cause (1955)**



Discuss: Blue Hawaii (1961)**
Sept 10 Tu

Thinking about “the Popular”: Forms & Their Histories




Stuart Hall, “Notes on Deconstructing the Popular”**

Sept 12 Th

Discuss West Side Story (1961)**




Read: Coontz, Intro & Chapter One (2000)**
Due in class: Reading Review

Sept 17 Tu

The Problem with No Name




Plath, The Bell Jar  (1971)
Sept 19 Th

finish Plath

Sept 24  Tu

Youth & “1968”:  Liberation v. Equality



Discuss 1968 With Tom Brokaw (2008)**




Didion, “Slouching Towards Bethlehem”**
Gordon & Baxandall, Dear Sisters: Dispatches from the Women’s Liberation Movement **  (NB: Redstockings documents)
Sept 26 Th

Shulman, Memoirs of an Ex-Prom Queen (1972)

September 27 Friday

First Paper Due.
Oct 1 Tu

finish Shulman



Shulman, “A Marriage Agreement”**
Oct 3 Th

Civil Rights and Intergenerational Influence




Oscar Zeta Acosta, Autobiography of a Brown Buffalo  (1972)




YouTube of Acosta reading from La Cucaracha (1974)**
Oct 8 Tu

finish Acosta



Dr. Aranda, Guest Lecturer

Due in Class: Reading Review

Oct 10 Th

no class (Dr. Comer out of town)
Oct 15
T 

Midterm  Recess

Oct 17 Th 

Hip Hop & Musicking 



Discuss Beat Street (1984)**




New Jack City (1991), dir. Van Peebles ** 
Rose, “Introduction,” from The Hip Hop Wars: What We Talk About When We Talk About Hip Hop and Why It Matters (2008) 1-33.**

Oct 22 Tu

Political Economy of Generation X




A New World Order: Deregulation & Capital Restructuring 



David Harvey, from A Brief History of Neoliberalism, 1-63**




Also see cheat sheet posted to OWL-Space on Harvey essay
Oct 24 Th      

Coupland, Gen X: Tales for an Accelerated Culture (1991)



Ryan Moore, “And Tomorrow Is Just Another Crazy Scam”: Postmodernity, Youth, and the Downward Mobility of the Middle Class,” 253-271, in Generations of Youth, Austin & Willard.**
Oct 29 T

Finish Coupland
DUE in class: Reading Review
Oct 31 Th

Brat Pack Cinema




Breakfast Club, dir. Hughes (1985)**

Nov 5 Tu

STUDENT-LED CLASS
Nov 7 Th 

Third Wave Feminism 




Leslie Heywood, Pretty Good for a Girl: An Athlete’s Story (1998) 



Read “Introduction” to Listen Up: Voices for the Next Feminist Generation, Barbara Findlen. **
Nov 12 T

Heywood finish 
Nov 14 Th

Millennial Exceptionalism: Gen Y



Collins, Hunger Games
Nov 15 F

Second Paper Due
Nov 19 Tu

Finish Hunger Games
Nov 21 Th
  
Student-Led Class
Nov 26 Tu

End-Times 




Rowling, Harry Potter & the Sorcerer’s Stone
Nov 28 Th 

Thanksgiving Recess
Dec 3 Tu

finish Potter
DUE in class: Reading Review

Dec 5 Th 

Semester Recap
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