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Recognizing the shared reliance of our fields on critical geographical imaginations, this seminar brings scholars of the US West together with Chicano/a Studies scholars, Indigenous studies scholars, and Latin Americanists.  The aim is for us to learn from and teach one another about the historical and political situatedness, as well as the limits, of large concepts like the “US West,” the “Global South,” and “Latin America.” Mindful of recent calls upon US American Studies scholars to take care with the politics and terms of their hemispheric gaze, we will think toward the possibilities and pitfalls of West/Américas comparativism.  

The seminar will be conducted via discussion of selected readings and brief presentations related to participants’ research interests.  The readings are meant as strategic introductions to several fields: US Western and postwestern studies, Latin American Studies, and Transamerican/Hemispheric Studies.  Chicano/a Studies straddles the borders of them all.  Various questions pertain.  For US Western Studies, a large question concerns how to continue to move the field in transnational directions that open or confound the borders of the regional West, particularly how to engage the body of theoretical work about the Global South.   Given recent moves in Transamericas scholarship to map parts of the traditionally-conceived West as geographies of the Global South (ie remapping in effect the US Southwest, south Texas, southern California, and the US/Mexico borderlands as “southern”), how might US postwestern theory articulate the western cultural or historical specificities of these transamerican critical geographies? For Latin American Studies, one large question concerns its object of study or its “area.”  In a post-Cold War Area Studies era, how might Latin Americanists move north into “West” to reconceive that social space not a nationalist US “region” but as a relevant terrain of inquiry in matters related to the Latino/a diaspora, third space languages, violence, power, dynamics of the rural/urban, the environment, or indigeneity.   What emergent geographies would come from such complications of the classic north/south axes of Latin American Studies? 

 A collected set of essays is one likely outcome of the seminar, with prospects for a follow-up seminar, or series of seminars, as well as thoughts about productive collaboration.

