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English 369


Literature & Culture of the American West


Topic for Fall 2002:


From the 1950s West of John Wayne to the Pacific Rim of the 21st Century 

What is the American West? An ecosystem, national mythology, cultural region, a commodity? Emphasizing new approaches to the analysis of culture, we study the West as it has been represented in both American films and literature since the 1950s. Beginning with the emergence of “serious” literary and film westerns, we speculate about the role of these texts (and icons like John Wayne or Gidget) in formulating Cold War masculinity, femininity, and national purpose.  The new westerns of the late 1960s and 1970s (The Wild Bunch, Play It As It Lays, Ceremony, All The Live Little Things) introduce us to the middle of the course as well as document American social transformation and the ways western writers and films have created and understood that transformation. By the 1980s a new and far more feminist, multiracial, and urban literary movement has redefined Cold War notions of the West (Anzaldúa, Kingsolver). We ponder the coexistence of this movement alongside its nemesis, the “Reagan Revolution.”  The curious interplay between these two cultural and political discourses sets the stage not only for the appearance of films like Thelma and Louise, but also for the complex trends of the present (Kadohata, McCarthy): new strategies for racial representation, feminism defined increasingly in third wave terms, regionalism narrated through transnational border crossings, and new investments in western mystery and science fiction. 
ASSIGNMENTS: Short response papers, a midterm, a final essay. 
Literature (on reserve)




Films
A.B. Guthrie, The Way West (1949)


The Searchers (1956)

Frederick Kohner, Gidget (1957, reissue 2001)

Gidget (1958)

Wallace Stegner, All the Little Live Things (67)

The Wild Bunch (1969)

Joan Didion, Play It As It Lays (1970)


Thelma & Louise (1991)

Leslie Silko, Ceremony (1977)



Smoke Signals (1998)

Barbara Kingsolver, Animal Dreams  (1986)


Gloria Anzaldúa, Borderlands/La Frontera (1986)


Cormac McCarthy, All the Pretty Horses  (1993)


Cynthia Kadohata, In the Heart of the Valley of Love (1992) 
Assignments: 

1. Three two-page response papers to the novels of our class (please write on Guthrie and Animal Dreams and the third is your choice, but choose from among the later works). Due on the day we discuss the novels. Worth 25% of grade.


2.  In class midterm, Oct. 9, worth 30% of your grade. Study sheet provided.


3.  Final paper, 10 pages, due last day of exams, 18th, topics provided, 30% of grade.
4.  Course participation, attendance, discussion, preparedness, 15%.

General Course Policies and Grades:


Because this is a seminar, when you miss one meeting, you miss a week's work.  If you cannot attend class for consecutive meetings, please let me know. 


Please observe page limits for papers.


Late papers will be accepted with a half grade subtracted for each day that a paper is late (weekends are two days). Hand in papers in 5th floor Fondren, English Dept. 


Please do not submit assignments by email.  HARD COPIES ONLY!

NOTE: Video Screening Times: The two videos not screened in class will be shown in Fondren 410, Video Screening Room.  Please mark your calendar now: Sept 17th, Tuesday, 7-9; Oct 1st, Tuesday, 7-9:30.


SYLLABUS
Aug 
28
Introductions. 



Board Discussion.  Who, What, Where, Why the West?



New approaches to study of western culture.



Gender and regionalism. 



Clips:  Jeremiah Johnson (1972); Thelma & Louise (1991).

Representing the 1950s
Sept 4
What does the 19th Century West have to do with the Cold War? 



In class screening.



The Searchers (1956).  155 minutes. John Wayne, Natalie Wood, dir. John Ford

Begin reading Guthrie’s The Way West. 
Sept 11
Surviving suburbia by way of western drama



A. B. Guthrie’s, The Way West  (1949)



Two-page response paper due.

Sept. 17 TUESDAY
Video Screening: Gidget. (1958), 7-9pm, Room 410, Fondren. Running time 95 mins.

Sept 18
Changing gender roles, the Cold War, and western bohemianism. 



Read Frederick Kohner’s Gidget (1957)  

Discussion of Film Version of Gidget.  Starring Sandra Dee, Cliff Robertson, James Darren.  95 mins.



Two page-response paper due.


Social Transformation: 1960s and 1970s
Sept 25
The Granddaddy of the Literary West Surveys the 60s


Wallace Stegner, All The Little Live Things (1967)
Oct 1

TUESDAY
7:00-9:30 The Wild Bunch (1969) Fondren 410,145 mins.



(West and Mexico)

Oct 2

The Gender Politics of Antiwesterns: What does the “anti” stand for? 


Read Joan Didion’s Play It As It Lays (1970)




&



Discuss Wild Bunch, starring William Holden, Ernest Borgnine, Robert Ryan.



Why end across the Mexican border?



Hand out study sheet for midterm.

Oct 9

In class midterm (covering all materials to date)

Oct 16
MIDTERM RECESS


Renarrating the West: The New Regionalism of the 1980s
Oct 23
The West of Ronald Reagan Encounters Competition



Leslie Silko, Ceremony (1977)

\
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Oct. 30
The West as Greater Mexico and Other Landscapes of Desire



Gloria Anzaldua, The Borderlands/La Frontera (1986)



Limon, Erotics of Culture (select reading)

Nov. 6

The Feminist West a Commerical Success? 



Read Barbara Kingsolver’s Animal Dreams (1986)

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 





Nov 13
The Feminist West Meets the State




In class screening of Thelma & Louise , (1991) 121 mins.




Starring Susan Sarandon, Geena Davis




The 1990s and Beyond
Nov. 20
“Third Wave” and “new ethnic” coming of age western stories 



Cynthia Kadohata, In the Heart of the Valley of Love (1992)
Nov. 27
Greater Mexico? 




Cormac McCarthy, All the Pretty Horses (1993)

Dec. 4

Other “new ethnic” stories, en route to Hollywood, laughing all the way

Smoke Signals (1998) 89 minutes. Adam Beach, Evan Adams. Based on stories from Sherman Alexie’s, The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven.


Hand out final paper topics.


GENERAL REFERENCE BOOKS (all held by Fondren) 

Blake Allmendinger, Ten Most Wanted (1998).

A Literary History of the American West.  The American Western Literature Association.  Fort Worth: Texas Christian University Press, 1987.  [This reference book does not circulate.]

Dunaway, David. Writing the Southwest. Sound recording, on order. Interviews with writers.

Updating the Literary West, ed. Tom Lyon (1995).

Anzaldua, Gloria, Haciendo Caras: Making Faces, San Francisco: Spinsters/Aunt Lute Press, 1991.

Asian Women United of California, eds., Making Waves: An Anthology of Writing By and About Asian American Women, Boston: Beacon Press, 1989.

Wanda Coleman, Mad Dog, Black Lady (Santa Barbara: Black Sparrow Press, 1979).

Laura Coltelli, Winged Words: American Indian Writers Speak, Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1990.

Patricia Limerick, The Legacy of Conquest: the Unbroken Past of the American West, New York: Norton, 1987.

Vera Norwood and Janice Monk, eds.  The Desert is no Lady: Southwestern Landscapes in Women's Writing and Art. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1987.

Donna Perry, Backtalk: Women Writers Speak Out (1993)

Richard White, It’s Your Misfortune and None of My Own (Oklahoma UP, 1991).


RELEVANT JOURNALS (not all avail. at Fondren)
ASLE, Western American Literature, Southwestern Literature, MELUS, American Literature, Frontiers (also search MLA Bibliography in reference room).

	On Silko: 


FYI:  http://www.ipl.org/cgi/ref/native/browse.pl/A75 (Comprehensive website with links to other sites on Silko.)


	http://voices.cla.umn.edu/authors/LeslieMarmonSilko.html


	http://www.altx.com/interviews/silko.html (interview)


FYI:	http://www.kingsolver.com/


� HYPERLINK http://www.nytimes.com/books/98/10/18/specials/kingsolver.html��http://www.nytimes.com/books/98/10/18/specials/kingsolver.html� (page of links to NYTBR reviews of Kingsolver’s books and a 30 minute long audio file of Kingsolver reading from The Poisonwood Bible










